WEST CHRISTCHURCH RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

Committee Meeting Minutes

The Howard Centre 3 February 2004 at 7.30 pm

1. Present: Chairman, Roger Hamilton; Elizabeth Saunders; Cliff Roffey; Norman Roper; Arnold Scott; Jim Biggin

2. Apologies: John Thackray

3. Minutes: minutes of meeting of 6 January 2004 were approved and signed by the Chairman 

4. Resignation: the resignation of Terry Darch was received and accepted

5. New Committee Members: the Chairman welcomed Sue Shlackman and Maureen Biggin

6. In attendance: Mike Blehs, who is considering joining the committee

7. Facilities for Young People: It was decided to amalgamate the topic known as Anti-Social Behaviour with this topic. Two letters to Katherine Dew, Community Safety Officer have gone unanswered. It was resolved that we should now write to the Chief Executive, Mike Turvey, but on a broader front than before. In particular we should stress that: many other towns in the area have facilities for young people; the image of Christchurch is damaged by this lack of basic facilities; funding is known to be available; a petition requesting a skateboard park has been organised by others; there is vacant property available such as the boarded up house in the park that could provide a 24 hour facility to embrace a studio, a mechanics shop, and so on

8. Tesco Iford Bridge Mini Supermarket - Noise: Dairy Crest have agreed to deliver later in the day. Tesco have refused. It was resolved that we will monitor the situation and await developments.

9. Tesco Iford Bridge Mini Supermarket – Traffic: A very positive letter has been received from R F Baker, Highways Design Manager. CBC would like to take action subject to funding. They have undertaken to keep us informed. It was resolved that we will monitor the situation and await developments.

10. Tree Felling on Town Common: The meeting scheduled for 23 January has been postponed until 27 February. Elizabeth Saunders agreed to attend with John Thackray. It was resolved that Elizabeth should liaise with the representative from the Hurn area in an effort to present a united front.

11. River Way Sewage Disposal: A constructive letter outlining the nature of the problem and the short and long-term solutions has been supported by prompt action by Wessex Water. A member reported seeing Wessex Water personnel working in River Way flushing out the rogue sewer. It was resolved that we will monitor the situation and await developments.

12. Proposed Telecommunications Pole in Barrack Road:  It was resolved that we should object to this development. 

13. Land at the rear of 95 The Grove: CBC has scheduled the appeal hearing for 13 July 2004. It was resolved that Jim Biggin should attend.

14. General Meeting held 29 January 2004: There were no matters arising.

15. Meetings Schedule in 2005: It was resolved that monthly committee meetings would be held at 7.30 pm on the first Tuesday of each month at The Howard Centre. It was resolved that General Meetings would be held on the last Thursday of February, June and October at the St Catherine’s Hill Community Centre. The Secretary was also asked to double book the June 2005 meeting at The Howard Centre.

16. Treasurers Report: The bank balance as at 3 February was reported by the Treasurer to be £1736. It was resolved that following his resignation Colin West should be removed as an account signatory to be replaced by Jim Biggin.

17. Membership: An electoral roll is required for the Portfield area. It was resolved that Cliff Roffey would approach Susan Darch.

18. Delegates to the Joint Residents Association Committee: It was resolved that The Chairman together with Jim Biggin would represent us.

19.  Delegate to the St Catherine’s Hill Community Centre Committee: It was resolved that Sue Shlackman would represent us.

20. Delegate to the Herpetological Conservation Trust/Forestry Commission: It was resolved that Elizabeth Saunders would continue to represent us.

21. Delegate to the Audit Commission Review of CBC: It was resolved that Arnold Scott would represent us.

22. Proposed Bus Service for St Catherine’s Hill: Following a letter from a resident of Blyth Close it was resolved that we would write to Wilts and Dorset Bus Company requesting a change to their existing service.

23. CBC Revenue Budget Consultation: The Chairman reported large increases in administration costs that were difficult to analyse following a change in accounting procedures since last year. There was general discussion on the prospect of capping for CBC and the contingent down grading of services that would potentially follow.

24. Old WCRA Word Processor: It was resolved that Colin West could keep the old WCRA word processor subject to him accepting liability for ongoing maintenance and repairs. It was resolved that Jim Biggin would write a letter of confirmation.

25. Advertising WCRA: The whole topic will be on the agenda for discussion at the next meeting.

The meeting closed at 9.15 pm.

